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Dear Mr, Ocampo:

~r

4403 oEgamon o 289 -

m- will acknowled Wt of letter dated 19 August
a“ whieh you mﬂn:: m of the Calargitan

press release from Public Relations Office, AFWPSFAC,
h&ng.zm stated tht no uﬂntiﬂu for rleognl-
wgﬁn by this hesdquarters
afm

Your st for recognition of the Calangitan Pighting

Force was mﬁﬂl at this healiquarters in your letter dated 19
Amﬂ 1946 and does not mest deadline referred to in paragraph

It considered generally that all concerned have had

is
le o g‘u prepare applications for recognition, In
hul;furton your request is nol adequately

i mcp:mo t favorably considered.

| Sincerely yours,
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Lt, Col, Hugh L. Carnahan:

Request of Mr. Santiago Ocampo s, Tarlae,
for recognition o;' the Cl{:ntitan hmg. : 1

1. Informed that special tu relnu
Feb 46, announced 15 March 46 dudnﬂ £
pliuations for grla reegn.

2, Request was received at this hgs gyﬁ:%ﬂ
does nnt meet deadline, and therefore

The excuse given for not aMt §
to 15 Harch 1946 is as followss "The fo agoin
unnecessarily delayed because the undersign
teaching service immediately after the 1i *__;' he
ingly te have forgotten those who jolned the'w d -
ment specially the negritoes of Ca itan.” Bnuh tn Muu is
unaceeptable to this headquarters.
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Capas, Tarlac
August 19, 1946

o~

Bl =

Operations Branch
RPD, AFWESPAC
APO 707

i 8

I have the honor to submit the accompanying pspers
covering the composition, history, =nd activities of
the Calzngiten FPighting TForce during the snemy occupsztion
with the request that said UNIT be recognized if, in the
opinion of that Office, the members thereof who risked
their lives and the lives of their loved ones, deserve
credit from the Federzl Government. The foregoing
request has been unnecessarily delayed becsuse the under=
signed returned to the teaching service immedizately
after the liberation thereby seemingly to have forgotten
those who joined the underground movement speciglly the
negritoes of Calafigitan.

Hereto attached are certified copies of the E tters
from Brigadier General Jsmes R, N. Wesver of the U s
Army and Mrs. Havelock Nelson of Ohio who were duly
informed on how the late Major Nelson was taken care of
by the Calafigitan Fighting Force. The originals of the
letters are in the possession of the undepsigned for

future reference, Vergs
SAN T4
S0 Difstric
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@alafigitan 1s a sitio inhabited by non-Christian Filipinos

(aetas) about nine (9) miles from the municipality of Bamban, pro=

vince of Tarlac. It is located in the mountains, TIts location
is such that resistance movements against the Yellow Rats (Japs)
could be done with ease because its accessibility to the invaders
was difficult if not impossible. We, the residents and @vacuees
of the place, upon the Fall of Bataan organized ourselves into a
fighting group that could offer effective resistance against the
common enemies. We armed ourselves with licensed revolvers,
bolos, and bows and arrows. We were ready to liguidate any Japs
that would dare tread on our soil and molest our tranguility. Ve
were desperate because we sensed and understood that might was
to rule over ri%ht. At night we patroled our viecinity. t was
in the summer of 1242. While we were on patrol cuty one dark
night, three of our companions reported that they saw an Ameri-
can Officer grouping in the dark by the bank of the river. Our
Fxecutive Officer commanded that the American Officer be brought
irmediately. No sooner ordered than done. 1In a few minuges
Major Havelock Nelson of the Tank Division U. S. Army was in
the headquarters for questioning. It was learned that he es-
caped from the concentration camp at O'Dormell, Capas, ¥arlac.
He was suffering from malaria that he contracted in Bataan. His
condition was affected by the Death March from Eataan to Camp

O 'Donnell, his wounds, and long trip (3 days without food) from
the prison camp to our isclated place. Al once our wives played
the role of nurses. They changed his clothes, dressed his wounds,
and served him with native Boods. He was g iven much #elief. The
boys constructed for him a shack in a hidden place by the side
of Calafigitan creek. His body guards and cooks were Bergeants
Ben Capis and Romy Aquino. The former was killed by Japs while
cathchgng fish and getting food for Major Nelson. The people
of Calafigitan were scheduled by the Executive Officer in Ration=-

dng Major Nelson with the best foods obtaininable in the locality

at that time. When Major Nelson got a little better he prganized
the Calafigitan Fighting Force as followsi
Major HAVEIOCK NWLSON

1. Cspt. Sentiago Ocampo, School Supervisor

2. %:t. It. Pedericeo Ggmit " Teacher

B d., Lt. Angel Remirez "Deceased"

4, 3rd., It, Artemio Gutierez X i%' ;::.ignito Sandg

5. Szt. Ben Capis "Deceased" 13, Tvi.r anagio Fontecha
6. Sgt. Remiglo Aquino i e anue ?onzalea
7. Pvt. Julisn Sicat Tl R

15. Pvt, Atanacio Resi

8, Pvt, Bulogio Sicat 16, Pvt. Domingo Cepiz X

9. Pvt. Cesar Sicat
10. Pvt., Peulino Cepis X 18, Pvt, Feustine puino X

19. Pvt. Deong Iindo X
20. Juan Pineda Pvt. X
21, Pvt, Vicente Ireang "Deceased" X
X" Negritoes" 22, Pvt.lrbminador Gutieres X
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17, Arcadio Sequete X Pvt,
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After the reorgsnization of the force, an Americen Officer
by the neme of Lt. Heart came. Thile talking with Major Nelson
twe Japs soldiers went to the barrio to get chickens and ezgs
froe the natives. Upon sight, Lt. Heart and some of our com=
Panions wanted to liguidate them because they could not see us
but the Major ordered not to because the place was near the
Capp at C'Donnell and it would be easy for the detachment to
sené soldlers to Calafigitan and that woulé mean the death of
all including Major who wag just recuperating. The advice was
so good that it continuedépeace to: reigh over Calafigitan. By
this a stern warning from the Japs reached us. Tt seated
among other things, that anyone Pound iaking care of Amerkbcans
would be shot to death including all the members of his family.
We did not give any importance to the warning. On the con-
trary the more we took proper care of Major Nelson and other
Filipino soldiers who were able to escaped from tke Camp. We
continued our resistance. We gol news from other sources and
relayed them to our £ricnds so as to keep up their morale. Ve
Wwere well informed of war developments from Eurocpe and the Pa-
cific. We kept the peoples faith in the coming back of the
americans. Those people who were bent on believing bn the
strength of the Japs were scouted. The news in the Shinbunsya ,
a Japs means of propagenda, was proved false by the members o
Calafigitan Fighting Force. The history of the force will be
rather incompléte without the naration of the personal ex=-
periences of Hajor Nelson which runs thus =

i

" How T came into your midst is wondergul?, kajor Nelson
saidé in our gat.hering. Then he continued, "After our sureencer,
the cruel Japs made us walk from Batasn to Camp O'Donnell. On
our way to Capas I got hungry and thirsty so at Guagua I bought
something from a pedler. I gave her a Twenty Feso bill (Phil-
currency). The vendor gave Japs money as change. Wen we
reacheé the camp the Japs searchec us. They Sound inme the
Japs'notes as change I Teceived in Guagua. At once Imas accused
of having killed Japanese soldiers. At once they slapped my face
and kick#@d me several times., I even fell to the grounds With
other prisoners of war in whom they found knives, Japs' notes
and other deadly weapons, I was sentenced to facc the firing
squad* When the day of execuilon aame, we were made to dig
our common grade. After doing so we were tied one afier the
other then made to kneel facing our grave. Ther the signal to
fire was given, the firing squad fired at us, All of us fell
into the grave. The Japs were about to cover omr grave but it
showered so they postponed the job to the next roning. AL
midnight I felt someone moving in cur graye. He said,"Hellow
Joe". I moved and ldoked at him., He was ilipinc who was
spared by the bullets like me. We agreed to remove each otherts
ropes. We did and agreed to try our last chance Py escaping,
We got out of the fence by erawling when we found the guard in
the tower sleeping., My companion went down-stream while I up=
stream. I followed the course of the stream, I whlkéd con ti-

otz 23NN Apopny

AALAISSVIOAT



REPRODUCED AT THE RATIONAL ARCHIVES ‘DECL‘?SSI::&F'; 1
. e 20-
Authority ) )} U /(

3
hISTORY CONTINU®D

nuously for three days and three nights without food znd
reaching nowhere. I gimply made turns around the hateful and
frightful concentren camp. On the fourth day I was so tired
that I could go no further, I was forced to sit by the bank’
of the stream and prayed to Almighty. As luck would have it
I cought sight of a figh the name of which I did not know, I
immediately removed my shirt and tried to fish it, I caught
the fish but could not eat it raw. 1 felt my pockets and found
my box of match, It had but two wet sticks, I tried the first
stick but did not give me light, I basked the second one, Af_
ter a few seconds I was gble to build fire, I roasted the fish
then served myself, It was the first mesl I had in four days.
It was a2 millon dollar meal, It gave me strength so I continued
my way. In the evening of the fourth dsy while groping in the
dark of the night some of you boys found znd brought me to this
place that I regard as heaven, That is how I got into your
midst®, :

After a few months in seclusion the sickness of Major
Havelock Nelson, our Major, attacked him again., We tried our
best to cure him with the availsble medicines and those that
could be procured through risky mesns but to no avail. TFor two
weeks he lay in bed and then finaglly breathed his last, He
was burried in a secluded place that could not be molested, His
grave was marked with a tree that has grown big, When the
forces of liberation arrived, due information was given to the
proper military authorities, At the time of writing his bones
were alresdy exhumed, :

After the death of our Mzjor, the Jeps reided our place
several times hence the members of the units were forced to
evacuate Czlsfigi tan but did not in the leest give up the resist
ance movement, As z matter of fact, SEt. Artemio Gutieres
and his men liquidated 12 Japs that were trying to masacre ci-
vilisns in the mountains before the liberation, The other members
of the Unit went places and coordinsted their work with the
plans of operational activities, The officers kept burhingiin
the members tle t desire to exterminate the enemies, It is a
pride to state in this connection that the rice of Capt. Ocampo

- that was stocked in Calafigi tan under the care of Bt. Artemio
Gutierez was all consumed by the members of the Unit and by
other Guerilleros that stopved in Calsfigiten for days. The
rice amounted to no less than one hundred cavanes, Not even a
centavo was paid to him. The other members of the Unit con
tributed egge, rice, corn, milk, chickens, end meet of wild
animals to those engaged in the resitance movement, ¥
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Below is & summary of the accomplishmentes of the Calafigi tan
Fighting Force:

'

a. Took proper care of an American Officer in the
person of Major Havelock Nelson of the
U. S. Tenk Division

b, Received news from short wave and transmitted
ssme to Major Havelock Nelson, Lt. Heart,
znd other Americens contacted.

¢. Took cere of M lipino prisoners that escaped
from the concentration cemp at 0'Donnell,

d. Kept the morale of the people regarding the
resistance movement.

e. Scouted the news of the Jspenese propesganda in
the Jap controlled dailies.

£, Whispered to the people in the towns that the
forces of liberation were on the way to the
Phi lippines,

g. Bncouraged government employees to be fence seaters
for their suffering would soon be ended.

Capt. SAEY G GOATFO~—_
Tistridt Supervisor

BEOZ B30T Aawowmy
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ATH EEADQUARTHES AND HEADGUARTKES DELACHMUNT
SFKCIAL TROOPS, FIRST ARUY
OFFIC b OF THE COMMANDING GhNBRAL
Fort Benning, Georgia

28 Jamuary 1946

Mr. Santiago Ocampo, !

Supervisoresof Schools of Capas Bzmban-District,
Tarlacy P, T

Dear ¥r, Ccampo:

You befriended znd took care of one of my Staff
Officers, Major Havelock Nelson, in the summer of 1942,
following his survival of en attempted execution by the
Jepanese near Camp O'Donnell in April '41 probebly. The
Wer Department hes turnished me an excerpt copy of your
letter, addressed to Mrs. Nelson.

She has written me in distress that her letter,
eddressed.to Mr, Fortunato Gordon, thanking him for hig
communication to her, apparently similar to yours, has
been returned undelivered. It may be that in some way
she was furnished the wrong address and that it should
hzve been addressed to you. It is inclosed unsezled. Will
you try to get it to the addressee for her and in eny
event, know that the sppreciation and sentiment expressed
epplies to your kindly and notazble services to Mejor Nelson,

In the meantime, I =m sending a copy of your letter (in
excerpt as I received it) to Mrs, Nelson, 2600 Erie Avenue,

Cincinnati, Ohio; znd I have no doubt ste will communicszte
with you.

Please accept my continuing and fervent gratitude for
your service to my Staff-Officer and friend.

CERTLFIELU TRUK COPY:

Sincerely, s
LICERIO P/LEP0S
i"1t., Inf., PA-Res.
ASN 0-32700 /B/ Jemes R. N. Wegver
Former member, D-24 /t/ JAMES R. N. WEAVER
RPD; AFWESPAC, APO 707 trigedier General, U S Army

Comdg. lanks, UBAENE, 141 '42

I was a p.W. at O'Donnell . Apr L1l May 10, "1941;
at Tarlac 11 May 11 Aungust '41
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THE SEVIMNTH PRESBYT4RIAN CEURCH
MADISON ROAD AT CIEINEIEW
AVINUE
Cincinngti

March 28, 1946

Mr. Santiago Ocampo,
Distriet Supervisor,
Capas, Tarlac,

Philippine;, Islands

Dear Mr. Ocampos:

Your very kind letter, postmarked Jenu=zry 22nd, arrived
yesterday — on Major Nelson's 48th birthday. Since mai ling
it to me you have, I hope, received Genersl Weaver's letter
of Tanuary 28th, in which he enclosed my letter to Mr,
Fortunato Gordon. So you see I knew about you and your
kindness =znd intended writing, but first hoped to receive
the letter that I knew you had sent to the War Depertment,
However, it wes never forwarded to me. It is too bzd that
there was the error in address, My appreciation for your
efforts to commnicste with me is very great, and you will
always have the undying gratitude of myself and my two
daughters for all you did for my husbznd to mske those last
weeks of Bis life easier, =nd especially so as it was done
at such a great risk to yourself. The tragic facts of his
death are very hard to accept, and as time goes by it seems
we miss him more than ever.

I have wondered about Major Nelson's burial place. Do
you know if it is in a spot where it might be disturbed, or
perhaps revert to Jungle growth? I hope not., 1y hope is
that his body remzin with those who cared for and buri ed him,
But I'd be happier knowing that there was & marker to tell
who he was, and someone to care for his grave., If this is
vossible I'd gladly pay for such care. There has been talk
of our government removing soldiert's remains to a2 national
cemetery on Inzon., However, I have no knowledge that this
has been done,

Also, do you know a Mr. Angel Ramirez of Calezngiten? I
lezrned through Cept, Bruce, who returned to America last
year, and who hed been a friend of It, Hart's, that he had
possession of my husband's gold watch. ¥r. Fortunato Gordon
wrote that It, Hart had died, but if Mr Ram@rez has the waiich
it is possiplie thet he might have other articles that It., Hart
hed taken after my husband's desth., Anything however small,
thet had been havelock's wduld be treasured by us,.
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As I told ¥r, Gordon, I do not have a great deal, and
am working as @hurch Secretary to help support myself and two
daughters. But I want very much to repay partially the debt
I owe you end your people and if there is anything you feel I
might do for you, please tell me. My seventeen yearcgld @ Llecr
dsughter, Leslie, enters college in the Fall, and my other
deughter, Kate, now fifteen, I wish they might heve had their
father's love and care longer.

Agzin, my deepest gratitude to you, It is comforting to
know thet my husbend had your friendship snd companionship. It
mist have mesnt a great deal to him, >

With every good wish to you end yours, and with the hope
that I may hear from you if I cen be of help to you, or if you
have eny sdditionasl information for me, I am

Most sincerely yours,
#8/ Kzthleen Nelson
~ CERTIFLIED Thuly CUPY:

H%ﬁ%ﬁ? ASY O 32700

itIt,, Inf., (PA-Res)
Former member, Tesm D 24,
RAECUYERED PERSUNNLL wiVISLUN
AFWESPAC, APU 707
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